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Performing Arts Creation Project
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Contemporary Puppet Theater with Classic

Sonezaki Shinju: The Love Suicides at S . _ .
T'okyo Bunka Kaikan plans and creates original stage productions

to present ambitious examples of the performing arts. Commemorating
three centuries since the death of CHIKAMATSU Monzaemon,
the puppet theater dramatist active in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, this production was a new adaptation of
The Love Suicides at Sonezaki, a major play in the sewamono
(domestic tragedy) genre. Based on a true incident that took
place in the titular area of Osaka, the play deals with the tragic
love and ultimate double suicide of the soy sauce seller Tokubei
and the courtesan Ohatsu. Written and directed by puppet
performer TAIRA Jo, and with music selections by the cellist
MIYATA Dali, the production limned a beautiful world of love
through a viola and an accordion, marking a fresh new chapter
in their long-running creative collaboration.
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The acclaimed French-British composer Josephine STEPHENSON
premiered KAGUYA—the daughter tree, inspired by the Japanese
2024/01/13 Ivk—IL folk tale Taketori Monogatari (The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter)
DIt T4—R - AFA—I Y ({E - TA—H)) FRLUBIR GRS - 9 R). and the poetry of YOSANO Akiko. Paying homage to the
WUHB—{= (T 71 A1) ERTE (F71A)>) BEEF (F145) . composer Kaija SAARIAHO, who died in 2023, the first half of the
HREEN (F10)  EBERE (5) performance featured one of SAARIAHO’s works and that of

two composers who she knew. The second half was the world
premiere of KAGUYA—the daughter tree in which STEPHENSON
herself performed vocals, accompanying the leading Japanese
dancer and choreographer MORIYAMA Kaiji. STEPHENSON
brought a fresh sensibility to bear on this story that every
Japanese person knows and loves, conjuring up a world onstage
replete with rich meaning for our times.
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Performing Ar- This lecture featured the composers Josephine STEPHENSON

BEGEIRAGY ontemporar Jsic and YOKOYAMA Mioko, who talked about KAGUYA—the
BEBIE by Josephine STEPHENSON daughter tree and a new commission from Tokyo Bunka Kaikan.
In addition, the noted cellist MORITA Keisuke gave performances
of the two composers’ work.
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Young Theater-Goers Program

e

TSI BRAMI v I EDITRL—a> TR LS AU
FILDOEEERZ. —RT7—T1 ANZBALTNZELRE - B2
EBFICHBEBITID SOV T L. ZTNEN _EERICNER PR
2 BREINTOT7INI—F 07 LEEMELEL.

A program commissioning top artists to bring original stage
pieces created through a collaboration between classical
music and other genres to an audience of elementary, junior
high, and senior high school students. Before the performances,
they each visited elementary, junior high, and senior high
schools to conduct outreach programs.
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Based on an old Greek fairy tale, this musical drama told the
story of a journey undertaken by a princess to find her abducted
lover whom she had fashioned out of groats. Three singers
performed the roles of Princess Ilia, Mr. Simigdali, and the
Queen of the Kingdom of Gold, in addition to singing and
dancing as various other characters. Director HISATSUNE
Hidenori’s staging brought this adventure tale to life with
touches of both melancholy and comedy. Music director NIIGAKI
Takashi composed numerous new pieces featured throughout
the production.

In conjunction with the production, UMETSU Midori, who
played Princess Ilia, and TSUKIKAGE Hitomi, who played the
Queen of the Kingdom of Gold, also took part in outreach
activities at elementary schools in Tokyo. Alongside presenting
music from the play, they taught children how singers project
their voice in opera and joined in a rendition of school songs.
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The Last Days of Maurice RAVF.
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This new performance explored the final days of the composer
known for Boléro, Pavane pour une infante défunte, and many
other masterpieces. With music direction and arrangements by
KATO Masanori, and directing and a script by IWASAKI Masahiro,
the production featured a constant soundtrack of RAVEL’s
music, accompanying a story told by NISHIO Yuki's narration
and KOJIRI Kenta's dance. The result was a thrilling synthesis
of music, dance, and drama.
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This concert presented famous works by RAVEL that appear in
The Last Days of Maurice RAVEL as well as that of another
French composer, DEBUSSY.

2024/01/20 7z&UARISURUAK—IL
RIEE (T7 1)) AERK(ET /)

07



08

5210

BERERERIT—)
7 /BP9 sREEFY KEELFY

The 21st Tokyo Music Competition
Piano Section, String Section, Wind Section

2023/06/26~07/06
B 2023/08/19~21
B 2023/08/25 - 27 - 29
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The purpose of the competition, which we have held since
2003, is to discover, cultivate, and support young, gifted
performers aiming to start an independent artistic career. In the
final round, the audience members not only listen to the
contestants performing together with an orchestra, but also
have the chance to vote for the “Audience Awards”, presented
to the contestant gaining the most votes in each section.
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{Eﬂi é% | j l\ Four admirable winners selected from among the 421
) i oS v st DI Pi -

applicants - SAGAWA Kazusa, lst prize in the Piano Section;

MIZUNO Toki, 1st prize in the String section; HOZAKI Yu, st
prize and Audience Award in the Wind Section - were welcomed
to the stage and performed together with the orchestra.

The 21st Tokyo Music Competition Winners Concert
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Presenting stagings of opera suitable for first-time viewers, the
MORYOPE Unka Kaikan Opera BOX: Help, Help, the Globolinks!—The Alien Invasion Opera BOX series revived its acclaimed 2017 production of

Help, Help, the Globolinks!—The Alien Invasion, which premiered
in 2017. When their school bus gets attacked by the Globolinks,
the children are able to defeat the aliens through the power of
music. Just as director IWATA Tatsuji introduced, this was a fun
comedy that audiences of all age could enjoy.
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The applicants to “Let’s create opera!” took part in Opera Box.
Planners from Opera Box, children, and students participated in
three separate programs, “Chorus, Acting”, “Dance”, “Create
Props”, and “Learn the Entire Production”, coming together to

create the finished piece.
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The Tokyo Music Competition prize winners performed in a
series with a focus on popular classical music at a reasonable
price. The recitals took different formats, such as soirée
programs or one-hour programs starting at 11 on a weekday

morning, to suit audiences with various lifestyles.
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We delivered mini-recitals, allowing the audience easy access
to classical music at various places around town. The audience
enjoyed lively performances by the Tokyo Music Competition
prize winners and other artists at venues beyond concert halls.
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ging Artists

We were able to offer classical music concerts at reasonable
prices by co-hosting them with Tokyo municipalities. We
supported joint performances featuring emerging artists, such as
the Tokyo Music Competition prize winners, together with
major orchestras at local concert halls in Tokyo.
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Chelsea Music Festival is an annual event in the titular area of
Manhattan, New York, launched in 2010 by the conductor
Ken-David MASUR and pianist Melinda LEE MASUR. In a
partnership with the festival that developed out of a Tokyo
Bunka Kaikan performance that Ken-David MASUR conducted
in 2017, this series of concerts aims to promote international
exchange between emerging musicians. In June, two winners of
the Tokyo Music Competition performed at Chelsea Music Festival.
In September, Tokyo Bunka Kaikan invited young musicians
who had appeared at the 2023 festival to perform alongside
Tokyo Music Competition winners in an ambitious recital of
contemporary music.
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Orchestra Concert Series "Sound Forest"
Vol.52 BEETHOVEN & TCHAIKOVSKY
Vol.53 New Year Concert 2024
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With performances by the Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony
Orchestra and affordable pricing, these concerts introduce
the attractions of classical music to a wide audience. The
regular summer and New Year concerts featured winners of
the Tokyo Music Competition as soloists, who presented
dynamic renderings of famous pieces together with the
orchestra.
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this concert by the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan C 11 mllnr Orchestra

was conducted by NOD:. \H\\ Ichiro, the musical director of
¥ol.13 Tokyo B y Kaikar f t

¥ Kalkan CLhamber stra Tokyo Bunka Kaikan. The Recital Hall IL.\OUII(]L‘d with the
powerful performances of the ambitious musical lineup.
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This concert brought together four tenors who are leading
E L_ l ;C- ) figures in Japanese music today and past winners of the

['okyo Music Competition. The varied program of opera arias
and canzoni by the likes of PUCCINI, ROSSINI, and VERDI

- (= . .
IT / _} b@@%j allowed audiences to experience the remarkable talents of
: = these tenors to the full.
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OKI DUB AINU BANDI[OKI(Vocal,”Tonkori) . /&% i& (Drums) .

g &2 (Bass) HAKASE-SUN (Keyboards) .

Rekpo (Vocal/Dance,/Tonkori) \WEHE (Recording & Mixing)]
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This gem of a concert series allows audiences to enjoy a
luxurious time with celebrated artists, surrounded by the
“miraculous acoustics” of our Recital Hall. The lineup for this
season featured various artists presenting different styles of

mMusic.
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These performances are a great deal, allowing audiences to
enjoy both classical music and /LZ/\//gO storytelling at a very
reasonable pliu The December performance made use of our
“System for Bringing Rakugo to Foreigners”, with illustrations
and English st t Mx\t aimed at a foreign audience.
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Summer Family Concert 2023
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This annual orchestra concert for families comes with a special
pass for enjoying the zoo and various museums in Ueno Park.
This year’s concert featured SASANUMA Tatsuki, a Tokyo
Music Competition winner and cellist who performs internationally,
as soloist, accompanied by the Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony
Orchestra under conductor OTOMO Naoto. The program
focused on the work of French composers.
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This performance for children aged three to six aims to
introduced young audiences to the joy of classical music. This
year's event featured KOHAN Istvan on clarinet, showcasing
the musical wonders of the instrument. The workshop section of
the event allowed participants to use tracing paper to experience
how a clarinet makes sound, and gave them the opportunity to
perform a gavotte.
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The participants had a glimpse of many
attractions usually unseen by the public, such
as the backstage area, stage mechanism, the
Wall of Fame and panels autographed by
legendary artists. They also tried their
hands at controlling the lighting, toured the
dressing rooms, and had many other
experiences behind the curtains.
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A tour introducing the attractive features of
the architecture of the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan.
A specially-invited lecturer guided visitors
around the interior and gave a commentary
on the examples of attention to detail by the
architect, MAEKAWA Kunio, which can be
found scattered throughout the building.
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This packed tour included an opportunity to
operate the stage lighting. The contents of
the Summer Vacation Special were tailored
to elementary school students.
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isica”, which means “House of Music”,

first specialist

WWe condvicted various workshops, as well as workshop leader
education pr()grams through our partnership with “Casa da
Musica,” a music institution located in Portugal and well-noted
throughout Eu lopc

, 0 commemorate )‘{,\HU.\
ital of Culture in 2001.

music institution in P

designation as Euroy

Its goal is creativity through music.
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“Opportunities for as many people as possible to experience
the power of music!” Our passion for this goal motivated us
to launch a series of \Aorkshops prO\iding various programs
to develop true richness of spirit in each pdrt ipant.

We also held workshops with simple sign language and in
English, opening them up to a wide range of participants.
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Our Music Workshop Festa is held each summer and winter.
We welcomed workshop leaders from Portugal's Casa da
B (54> - P—h TEREHNT L 9— Musica for summer workshops in Koto City Toyosu Culture
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Center and winter workshops in Toshima Civic Center and
Tokyo Bunka Kaikan.
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We held Tokyo Bunka Kaikan Music Workshops in partnership
with various music facilities in Tokyo and beyond.
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Convivial Project
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With the aim of improving access to music for all, regardless
of age, ability, or social disadvantage, and helping to
achieve a pluralistic and symbiotic society, Tokyo Bunka
Kaikan holds music workshops for schools for students with
special needs and social welfare organizations. Speakers
from ART:DIS in Singapore and Hong Kong Arts Festival's
No Limits program—both leaders in music accessibility in
Asia today—joined peers in Japan for a public lecture and
discussion on the theme of accessibility and the arts.
TANAKAWA Hiroko of Shizuoka Performing Arts Center
also led training sessions over two days. In partnership with
Tokyo Orchestra Project Cooperative, performances by
Tokyo-based orchestras were held at schools for students
with special needs.
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okyo Bunka Kaikan Relaxed Performance — Concert for Everyone
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Relaxed performances offer a more enjoyable environment
for different kinds of audiences. The concerts cater to young
children or those who feel uncomfortable about attending a
conventional music event in a theater or concert hall due to
their autism, communication disorder, or developmental disability.
A special guide was uploaded to the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan
website for families and caregivers to check before coming.
Sign language interpretation was available at the reception
desk on the day. During the performance, audiences had
access to hearing loops and Bodysonic body-sensible acoustic
devices, which allow the user to experience and enjoy music
through vibrations. Captioning tablets were also available
to deaf audience members to follow the guidance provided
for the performance. Moreover, two onstage sign language
interpreters offered a further way to follow the performance
and improve accessibility for different kinds of audience.
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Tokyo Networking Initiative

H 2023/06/14
B 2023/11/12
2024/02/01
Bl 2024/02/25

[ZE07F3vIR] ELERE Y9-8 LENKR—IL
[RREXIVTV-IABECLZEERESR| ([IE5MERMIE—I
EFEERTHELIS—[SERDIHODEEPRS - 1K1 BIEHE] X
AREEH BF T —TAANE[7 79— - D= k=)L

BADX iR PEMEG OEE L BF 7 —T 1 ANDEE T
IO TVETSEFEFEFEERIEEL . RBAETT - HE
TOBEMELR EERDVEE T DEEPS 12 RTRICDNT
DFEREE Rt FIZHARSUEER TOT7IN)—F - A2 —bhER
MELEUZ. ZOM RRIEREE NN T =Y - RyRT =T/
F—EMR—I TN —R— L RREMEISD4ETE DI
T—=T1ANMIRB T —NeELELI.

In partnership with other cultural institutions and arts organizations
in the city, Tokyo Bunka Kaikan offers support for young artists.
In 2023, training events included a lecture on filing tax returns
and the qualified invoice system for musicians, given by a
certified public accountant and tax accountant. Tokyo Bunka
Kaikan also held outreach concerts at cultural facilities around
Tokyo. In addition, a concert was held featuring artists nurtured
at four concert halls: Tokyo Bunka Kaikan, Triton Arts Network /
Dai-ichi Seimei Hall, Suntory Hall, and Tokyo Metropolitan
Theatre.
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Tokyo Music Competition prize winners travelled to kindergartens,
nurseries, elementary and junior high schools in Tokyo for
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We carried out our original Tokyo Bunka Kaikan workshops as
part of regular school classes.
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Up-and-coming musicians and Tokyo Bunka Kaikan workshop
leaders visited elementary and junior high schools to give
students advice on musical techniques during extracurricular
brass band practice or special classes to learn the kofo
(Japanese zither).

1~2024/02 J\EFfBIER B 2024/02~03

BEMIDERPAR

25



26

(EFEEEER)

Various Partnership Programs
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Karuizawa Centennial Event
Tokyo Bunka Kaikan presents
Karuizawa Chamber Orchest 1
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Musical Device Project

- Creative Base Tokyo
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and a University Research Institute)
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As part of the Convivial Project, Tokyo Bunka Kaikan is
organizing the Musical Device Project in partnership with
Civic Creative Base Tokyo and Tokyo University of the
Arts” Art Media Center. The research- and practice-based
project aims to develop novel forms of musical devices
that can help us understand music in different ways or
collaboratively create new means of sharing music.
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Music Library
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Located on the fourth floor of Tokyo Bunka Kaikan, the music
library is available toranyone of junior high school age and
above. Erom July; the restrictions in place on opening hours and
services were lifted, allowing more people to make use of the
facilities.

The exhibitions’ot materials at the ground-floor entrance are
organized arornd themes related to events held by or in
partnership”with Tokyo Bunka Kaikan, or to music figure
anniversarics.
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X @tbunka_official

@ @TokyoBunkaKaikan
tokyobunkakaikan
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5-45 Ueno Koen, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-8716 Japan




